
Genre Lit - 7th hour 
Syllabus 2020-2021 

 
 

Semester 1 
 

‘Classic Dystopian Lit’ Unit 
 

Main Text:  ​The Giver ​by Lois Lowry 
 
Short Stories 

● “Searching for Summer” (blue lit book) 
● “There Will Come Soft Rains” (blue lit book) 

 
Poetry 

● None 
 
Writing: 

● Argumentative (what is more important & why) 
 
Skills: 

● Drawing conclusions/inferences (ELA.11-12.RI.1.A) 
● Analyze author’s POV (ELA.11-12.RI.2.B) 
● Speaking & Listening (ELA.11-12.SL.1.C) 
● Writing (ELA.11-12.W.2.A & ELA.11-12.W.3.A) 

 
‘Political Dystopian Lit’ Unit 

 
Main Text:  ​The Handmaid’s Tale​ by Margaret Atwood 
 
Short Stories: 

● “Amaryllis” by Carrie Vaughn 
 
Poetry: 

● None 
 
Writing: 

● Cause and effect essay (was it worth it) 
● Narrative  

 
Skills: 

● Structure of text (ELA.11-12.RL.2.A) 
● Point of View (ELA.11-12.RL.2.B) 
● Speaking & Listening (ELA.11-12.SL.1.A) 
● Writing (ELA.11-12.W.1.A & ELA.11-12.W.2.A) 

 

 



 

Semester 1 
 

‘Contemporary Dystopian’ Unit 
 

Main Text:  ​Unwind​ by Neal Shusterman 
 
Short Stories: 

● None 
 
Poetry: 

● None 
 
Writing: 

● Cause and effect essay (was it worth it) 
● Narrative (letter to loved one) 

 
Skills: 

● Structure of text (ELA.11-12.RL.2.A) 
● Point of View (ELA.11-12.RL.2.B) 
● Speaking & Listening (ELA.11-12.SL.1.A) 
● Writing (ELA.11-12.W.1.A & ELA.11-12.W.2.A) 

 
 
 

Semester 2 
 

‘Contemporary Dystopian’ Unit, con’t 
 
Main Text: ​ Divergent ​by Veronica Roth 
 
Short Stories: 

● None 
 
Poetry 

● None 
 
Writing: 

● Narrative (journal) 
● Compare & Contrast essay  

 
Skills: 

● Determine themes (ELA.11-12.RL.1.D) 
● Draw conclusions/infer (ELA.11-12.RL.1.A) 
● Speaking & Listening (ELA.11-12.SL.1.A & ELA.11-12.SL.1.C) 
● Writing (ELA.11-12.W.1.A & ELA.11-12.W.2.A) 

 



 

‘Horror/Dystopian Lit’ Unit 
 

Main Text:  ​The Long Walk ​by Richard Bachman (Stephen King) 
 
Short Stories: 

● “The Perfect Match” by Ken Liu 
 
Poetry: 

● None 
 
Writing: 

● Expository  
● Argumentative  

 
Skills: 

● Draw conclusions/cite evidence (ELA.11-12.RL.1.A) 
● Determine themes (ELA.11-12.RL.1.D) 
● Point of View (ELA.11-12.RL.2.B) 
● Writing (ELA.11-12.W.1.A & ELA.11-12.W.2.A & ELA.11-12.W.3.A) 

 

Semester 2 
 

”SyFy Dystopian Lit” Unit 
 
Main Text:  ​The Zoo ​by James Patterson 
   
Short Stories:  

● None 
 
Poetry:  

● Various poems at www.poets.org 
 
Writing: 

● Cause & effect essay  
 
Skills: 

● Cite evidence (ELA.11-12.RL.1.A) 
● Analyze characters (ELA.11-12.RL.2.D) 
● Speaking & Listening (ELA.11-12.SL.1.A) 
● Writing (ELA.11-12.W.2.A & ELA.11-12.W.3.A) 

 
 

 

 


